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CONFLICT BETWEEN RUSSIA AND UKRAINE OVER EASTERN 
UKRAINE 

Shereen Hashum* 

Ukraine is a small-sized country wedged between Russia and Europe. Ukraine was a part of 
Soviet Union. However, it disintegrated from it in 1991. Hopefully, it shares borders with Russia 
and Europe. Not too late after disintegration, Ukraine and Russia developed reservations on 
many grounds because of Russian interference. Despite being an independent state, Russia used 
to intervene in Ukraine’s internal affairs which further sparked a full-fledged conflict.  

 
The conflict dates back before the disintegration of Soviet Union, but it took a violent 

shape due a trade agreement between Ukraine and a European Union in recent years. Long after 
a lot of efforts, Ukraine succeeded to sign a trade agreement with European Union. 
Unfortunately, this agreement could not be signed due to pro-Russian inclinations of President 
Viktor Yanukovych. To note, Russia always interfered in Ukrainian internal affairs, and 
influenced much of them as well. These influences and intervention sparked hatred in nationalist 
Ukrainians. Consequently, they started to revolt against the pro-Russian policies of their 
government.  

 
Russia always tried to constraint Ukraine’s sovereignty and hindered every progress 

towards Ukraine that could threaten Russian national interests. Presumably, Russia perceived 
any development between Ukraine and Europe could damage Russian interests. Furthermore, 
Russia also influenced Ukraine efforts to integrate with NATO. It was considered that these all 
achievements of Ukraine could be detrimental to Russia. 
Actually, Ukraine sought foreign assistance for its security, which posed a threat to Russian 
national interest. As a result, Russia started to use different tactics to protect its national interests. 
It supported insurgents in Eastern Ukraine who were pro-Russian. 

 
After the elections of Viktor Yushchenko as the president of Ukraine instead of pro-

Russian candidate, Viktor Yanukovich, Russia was more irritated. His policies give life to 
Russian nightmares. Under his leadership, Ukraine progressed to increase its cooperation with 
NATO. Consequently, he deployed the third-largest number of troop in Iraq in 2004, and also 
dedicated peacekeeping mission in NATO’s operation. 

 
Given this, Russia felt some sorts of insecurity in the regional. In contrast, these 

insecurities mitigated soon when Viktor Yanukovich was elected in 2010. This gives new hopes 
for Russian and Ukrainian ties. Previously, Ukraine had not renewed the lease of Black Sea 
Naval base at Sevastopol, which meant Russian had to leave Crimea by 2017. However, the new 
Pro-Russian president signed a new lease, and also expanded allowable Russian troop’s 
presence. Not only this, this new lease permitted troop to train in the Kerch Peninsula. 

 
This led to hue and cry in Ukraine where many considered the new lease agreement 

unconstitutional because Ukraine constitution states that no permanent foreign troops could be 
allowed to be stationed in Ukraine after the Sevastopol treaty expired. Additionally, the 
declination of trade agreement between Ukraine and Europe further ratcheted up dissatisfaction 
with the government. 
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Earlier, Russia had warned Ukraine of consequences if it goes with the trade agreement 
with European Union. Russian warning and the President’s priority to Russia led to the failure of 
the planned agreement. Given this, violence erupted in Ukraine, which resulted in flee of the 
President Viktor Yanukovish, and military intervention of Russia.  

 
In the following protest months, the protesters, who were against government recent 

decisions, ousted the government and took control of its buildings. To restore order, the 
Ukrainian parliament voted to restore the 2004 Constitutions of Ukraine and remove the pro-
Russian president from the power. But, Viktor Yanukovych declared it unconstitutional and 
refused to resign. So, the Russian speaking eastern and southern Ukrainians, who faced many 
difficulties due Ukrainian reform, also showed support for Yanukovych.  

 
Many Russian speaking Eastern and Southern Ukrainians faced discrimination due to 

reforms in official language. Ironically, many of them were unable to get jobs in Ukraine due to 
language related problems. The Russian speaking Ukrainians felt a sense of deprivation when 
they were unable to sustain their job and business due to official language problems.  

 
After the aforementioned disparity, Eastern Ukrainian started to revolt. They began 

separatists’ movements. Ironically, Russia supported each of these movements to safeguard its 
national interests. 

 
In 2014, Russia made many military incursions in Ukraine. It annexed Crimea, which 

was once gifted to Ukraine by Nikita Khrushchev. It was claimed that Crimea was Russian 
territory. It was just taking its territory back from Ukraine. Furthermore, Russia supported rebel 
movements in Ukraine due to which Ukrainian forces were defeated in early September.  

 
Undeniably, Russia moved a large number of troops and equipment to separatists 

controlled parts of Eastern Ukraine. It totally influenced Ukraine and took control of eastern 
Ukraine. Despite international condemnation, Russia continued its pre-colonial era tactics, which 
ignited Ukraine. 

 
Ukraine felt a full-fledged attack its sovereignty and integrity. Consequently, it developed 

serious reservations against Russian over the Control of Eastern Ukraine. Apart from this, 
Ukraine considers Russia responsible for tens of thousands of casualties in Ukraine. Recently, 
Malaysia Airlines flights incidents after the A-26 military transport plane gives new wings to the 
pro-longed conflict, which Ukraine claim a Russian attack.  
In concise words, Russian insecurities towards Ukraine and concern for the rights of Russian 
speaking Ukrainians in Eastern Ukraine constructed a violent conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine. This conflict took a dangerous shape after the protest and military intervention of 
Russia.  

 
Today, Ukraine considers Russia for disturbance in Eastern Ukraine and its internal 

matters. It perceived Russian actions against its sovereignty. While Russia feel a threat to 
national interests due to Ukraine’s actions, and also want to impose its power in Ukraine’s affair. 
At the end, both the states are unable to negotiate and bargain over issues in Eastern Ukraine 
over Russian speaking Ukrainians and many other problems like the lease of Black Sea Fleet. So, 
the conflict exaggerates day by day without any alleviation. 
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